White Mountain – Tripods
Ch. 6

1. Following capture by the Comtesse’s people, how do the boys plan to get away?  Why do they think it will succeed?  Include at least three details to support your answer.

2. Describe the Comte, the Comtesse, and Eloise.

3. Explain Will’s observation, “I saw how good things could be meaningless in isolation.” (p. 111)

4. Compare and Contrast-Explain how the nobility differ from the townspeople and servants in their views.  Support your answer with details from the text.

5. Why do you think Will wanted to leave so quickly after the incident where he removed Eloise’s turban?

6. Explain Will’s reaction to learning that Eloise is capped.  How does his reaction differ from Eloise’s reaction to the incident?
7. Discuss Will’s internal conflict over the Comtesse’s suggestion to remain at the castle.  

8. Will loses his Watch in the lake when he tosses it to Eloise.  Will says, “Eloise was distressed, and I comforted her, telling her not to worry: it was no loss.  Nor, at that moment, was it.”  What does this suggest about Will, his relationship with Eloise, and his decision to stay or go?

Vocabulary (page number):


retinue (p. 104)
largesse (p. 104)

humbler (p. 111)

docile (p. 113)
complicity (p. 113)

cosseting (p. 113)
insidious (p. 121)
crux ( p. 123)

