The Ransom of Red Chief

Grammar and Writing
Avoid Run-on Sentences
A run-on sentence is two or more sentences written as thought they were a single sentence.  To correct a run-on sentence, you can

· Insert an end ark and start a new sentence

· Insert a comma and a coordinating conjunction, such as and, but, or, or so.
· Change the comma to a semicolon

Original:  The men were surprised, they didn’t expect the boy to be so much trouble.

Revised:   The men were surprised.  They didn’t expect the boy to be so much trouble.

Directions: Rewrite the following sentences so that they are no longer run-ons.

1. They thought the boy would be afraid, he actually liked being kidnapped.

2. They boy threw rocks at them, he was more trouble than he was worth.

3. Bill was afraid of being left alone with the boy, he wasn’t sure what the boy would do.

4. They thought the boy’s father would pay them a ransom it turned out that they were the ones who had to pay.

5. The crooks ran away from the boy’s house as fast as they could, they were afraid the boy would run after them.

